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Message from Head of School
Dear Parents and Guardians,

December is such a lovely month in a primary school with the buzz and excitement of the lead up 
to Christmas. It is always so busy and full of special events that will hopefully make lovely and 
lasting memories for your children and also for you. 

We have had visits from elves, advent services and calendars, lantern parades, Rudolph runs, 
Christmas fairs, Christmas jumpers, Nativities, Christmas dinners, parties and trips out! This is all 
in between working hard on the rest of the curriculum of course. I would like to thank the staff for 
making all of these events possible and for their continued hard work and dedication. They all 
deserve a restul and happy Christmas and the opportunity to recharge, ready and refreshed for a 
new year. 
I would also like to thank you, the parents and carers for the continued support you show to us.  It 
means a great deal to all of our staff to know we are working as a team. Many thanks also for the 
beautiful gifts and kind Christmas wishes from you all, it is so very much appreciated.

From all of us at St. Joe’s a very Merry, Safe and Peaceful Christmas, 

Best Wishes    Sarah Pascoe 

 



The Catholic life of our school
Many thanks sent to Deacon Tim and Deborah for leading the school in a beautiful Advent service on 
the first day of Advent. Advent is a very special time in the church and marks the coming of the baby 
Jesus. We also ended our festive season at school with a whole school Christmas service. Led by 
Father Jude. 

Beautiful Advent Service Beautiful Christmas Service 



The Catholic life of our school
Whole School Nativity 



Faith in Action 
We had some wonderful gifts donated to 

the Mission Christmas Campaign 

Rudolph Run - We raised over £800 for 
Rowcroft Hospice! Well Done St Joseph’s



Lantern Parade



Christmas Dinner and Parties 



Value GuardiansStars of the week
Isaac 
Heyworth-Maclean 
Max Usher
All of St. Francis 

James McGlinchy
Vianny Uhem 
Lily-Mai Martin

Year 1
Shariza
Izzy                     Year 2

Samuel
Laura

Lilia
Violet



Value GuardiansStars of the week
Year 3       Year 4
Layla              Corey
Daniel             Andri
Noah              Gracie E

Evan 
Whole class 
Elouise 

Year 5           Year 6
India             Sam
Frankie          Emily
Braxton         Milena

James
Frankie
Gracie



        Curriculum Highlights
Christmas in St. Francis Class



            Curriculum Highlights



            St. Francis out and about 



            St. Francis out and about 



Curriculum Highlights
Such a festive month this month! 
We took part in the Rudolph run. 
Elfie came and decorated our 
classroom for us! We used our 
British Value of democracy and 
voted for some films. We had lots 
of party snacks for our class 
parties!

We went on a trip to Newton 
Abbot Museum to learn all about 
Newton Abbot in the past and we 
had SO much fun!



Curriculum Highlights

I

We have been considering 
how we can help others less 
fortunate than ourselves by 
giving to charity.
This term we had fun 
running a Rudolf sponsored 
run for Rowcroft hospice.

In RE we  made our own Jesse 
Tree as   a way of preparing 
for Advent.  Each day we  
journeyed  through the stories 
on Jesus's family tree, looking 
at important  events and   
people  that led up  to Jesus’s 
birth.

In History understanding 
chronology using  timelines 
can be tricky.
In our library with the large 
timeline  we explored when all 
the different  ages happened 
from Prehistoric to today.



Curriculum Highlights

We have had a super busy half term: as scientists 
we’ve begun looking at changes in materials and 

started by seeing which solutes would dissolve; RE 
has been a focal point and we have been studying 
prophecy and promise, learning how to find and 

interpret scripture from the Bible; and St Oscar 
have also had opportunity to take part in the lantern 

parade and Rudolf Run.  Happy Christmas!



After School Clubs:

Tuesday - Football

Monday – Friday – Breakfast Club from 
8:00 - £4   /session 

After School to 5pm £6.75 / 
to 5.30pm £10.00 

Please note that any accounts that are 
£50 + in arrears you will not be able to 

use the breakfast and after school 
clubs. 





iTown Newton Abbot

iBounce Newton Abbot

https://ibounce-newtonabbot.co.uk/
https://itown-newtonabbot.co.uk/index.php
https://ibounce-newtonabbot.co.uk/


           Important Notices & Reminders

If your child is late for morning registration, arriving late at school 
after 9am, please ensure you or their accompanying adult reports to 
the school office to ensure that they are registered.

Attendance Nov/Dec

93.2%

93.8%

94.8%

93.7%





Is my Child too ill for school?



06.01.25 Spring Term 1 Begins 
Swimming for St. Teresa

14.02.25 Break up for half term

10.01.25 Feast of the Epiphany - Whole School to go to Church - 
Parents and Carers welcome 

24.02.25 Non-Pupil Day

16.01.25 St. Francis - Vision Screening 25.02.25 Spring Term 2 Begins

13.01.25 Bikeability Week - Yr5/6 05.03.25 1:30 Ash Wednesday Service

14.01.25 Recycling workshops - whole school 06.03.25 World Book Day

21.01.25 St. Vincent/St. Oscar - Fire and Rescue Workshops 14.03.25 Red Nose day

23.01.25 St Vincent - Kents Cavern 19.03.25 Feast of St. Joseph - Whole 
School to go to Church - 
Parents and Carers welcome 

03.02.25 Children’s Mental Health Week 24.03.25 St. Oscar Romero Day

11.02.25 Safer Internet Day 04.04.25 Break up for Easter Holiday 



         Book 
Recommendations

‘ Today a 
reader, 
tomorrow 
a leader. ’

Margaret Fuller



Safeguarding at St. Joseph’s is always  a  priority. Should you have any 
enquiries or concerns, please contact our Designated Senior Lead for 

Child Protection: Mrs Day or Mrs Pascoe on 01626 352559 Our named 
governor for child protection is Tim van Kroonenburg.                                   

CPOMS and Operation encompass

At St. Joseph’s we use CPOMs as our system for recording 
information that we consider to be safeguarding 

information. Further information about the programme can 
be found here -

https://www.cpoms.co.uk/privacy-statement/

Operation Encompass is the reporting to schools, prior to 
the start of the next school day, when a child or young 

person has exposed to, or involved in, any domestic 
incident.

Operation Encompass will ensure that a member of the 
school staff, known as a Key Adult, is trained to allow them 
to liaise with the police and to use the information that has 
been shared, in confidence, while ensuring that the school 

is able to make provision for possible difficulties 
experienced by children, or their families, who have been 

involved in, or exposed to, a domestic abuse incident.

ATTENDANCE
Hi, my name is Steph, I'm the Attendance and 
Welfare Officer here at St Joseph's. I monitor 
attendance regularly to ensure that, where 
possible, every child is in school on time every 
day. If you have any concerns around your 
child's attendance, please leave a message 
with the office and I will contact you.

 

                            WELFARE

Our Family Support Worker is Rachel Ripley. 
Please let us know if you would like her to 
contact you for ANY support.   Everyone 
needs a Rachel in their lives!

SAFEGUARDING

https://www.cpoms.co.uk/privacy-statement/
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