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MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL

Dear Parents and Guardians,

December is such a lovely month in a primary school with the buzz and excitement of the lead up
to Christmas. It is always so busy and full of special events that will hopefully make lovely and
lasting memories for your children and also for you.

We have had visits from elves, advent services and calendars, lantern parades, Rudolph runs,
Christmas fairs, Christmas jumpers, Nativities, Christmas dinners, parties and trips out! This is all
in between working hard on the rest of the curriculum of course. | would like to thank the staff for
making all of these events possible and for their continued hard work and dedication. They all
deserve a restul and happy Christmas and the opportunity to recharge, ready and refreshed for a
new year.

| would also like to thank you, the parents and carers for the continued support you show to us. It
means a great deal to all of our staff to know we are working as a team. Many thanks also for the
beautiful gifts and kind Christmas wishes from you all, it is so very much appreciated.

From all of us at St. Joe’s a very Merry, Safe and Peaceful Christmas,

Best Wishes Sarah Pascoe



[HE CATHOLIC LTFE OF OUR SCHOOL

Many thanks sent to Deacon Tim and Deborah for leading the school in a beautiful Advent service on
the first day of Advent. Advent is a very special time in the church and marks the coming of the baby
Jesus. We also ended our festive season at school with a whole school Christmas service. Led by

Father Jude.
Beautiful Advent Service Beautiful Christmas Service




[HE CATHOLIC LTFE OF OUR SCHOOL

Whole School Nativity



FALTH IN ACTION

We had some wonderful gifts donated to
the Mission Christmas Campaign

»d
Rudolph Run - We raised over £800 for
Rowcroft Hospice! Well Done St Joseph's




LANTERN PARADE




CHRISTMAS DINNER AND PARTIES




STARS OF THE WEEK

Isaac
Heyworth-Maclean
Max Usher

All of St. Francis

Year 1
Shariza
Izzy Year 2
Samuel
Laura

V4

VALUE GUARDIANS

James McGlinchy
Vianny Uhem
Lily-Mai Martin

Lilia
Violet



STARS OF THE WEEK

VALUE GUARDIANS

Year 3 Year 4

Layla Corey Evan

Daniel Andri Whole class
Noah Gracie E Elouise
Year 5 Year 6 James
India Sam Frankie
Frankie Emily Gracie
Braxton Milena
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[URKI(ULUM HIGHLIGHTS

Such a festive month this month!
We took part in the Rudolph run.
Elfie came and decorated our
classroom for us! We used our
British Value of democracy and
voted for some films. We had lots
of party snacks for our class
parties!

We went on a trip to Newton
Abbot Museum to learn all about
Newton Abbot in the past and we
had SO much fun!



/In RE we made our own J esse\

Tree as a way of preparing
for Advent. Each day we
journeyed through the stories
on Jesus's family tree, looking
at important events and
people that led up to Jesus's
birth.

We have been considering
how we can help others less
fortunate than ourselves by
giving to charity.

This term we had fun
running a Rudolf sponsored
run for Rowcroft hospice.

In History understanding
chronology using timelines
can be tricky.

In our library with the large
timeline we explored when all
the different ages happened
from Prehistoric to today.
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/ We have had a super busy half term: as scientis s

we've begun looking at changes in materials and
started by seeing which solutes would dissolve; RE
has been a focal point and we have been studying
prophecy and promise, learning how to find and
interpret scripture from the Bible; and St Oscar
ave also had opportunity to take part in the lanter
parade and Rudolf Run. Happy Christmas!
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After School Clubs:

Tuesday - Football

Monday - Friday - Breakfast Club from
8:00 - £4 /session
After School to 5pm £6.75 /
to 5.30pm £10.00
Please note that any accounts that are
£50 + in arrears you will not be able to
use the breakfast and after school
clubs.
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MERRY
CHRISTMAS

Merry Christmas to you and your loved ones!
May this festive season be filled with joy,
warmth, laughter, and cherished moments
that create lasting memories.

Thank For for supporting St Joseph'’s this
term.



parties at
l[iTown & iBounce
using code:

i Town Newton Abbot

StJosephs10
iBounce Newton Abbot
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https://ibounce-newtonabbot.co.uk/
https://itown-newtonabbot.co.uk/index.php
https://ibounce-newtonabbot.co.uk/

Attendance Makbters!

Every Student, Every School, Every Day

Attendance Nov/Dec

93.2%

93.8%

94.8%

93.7%

Important Notices & Reminders

If your child is late for morning registration, arriving late at school
after 9am, please ensure you or their accompanying adult reports to

the school office to ensure that they are registered.

How close are you to reaching the top?

More time in school =
MORE TIME TO LEARN!

100%

Perfection

Equates to 98%

off each year Impressive

Equates to 96%

off each year Good

Equates to

9 school days 95 %

off each year Nearly There At
Equates to 94% Risk

off each year Needs to Improve

Equates to 90%

18 school days
off each year Danger Zone

Equates to 80%

2 months
off each year Danger Zone
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Attendance Roadmap _cpaie-

In line with the DfE Statutory Guidance (in force from 19th August 2024) we offer a supportive,
stepped, attendance approach. We will offer a welcoming ethos with high expectations for
all. We will assess data to identify absence trends & use preventative discussions/meetings
with families to listen, understand & support to remove barriers. Where needed, we will
formalise support to nurture improvement with Attendance Contracts & as a last resort we

2 A . SiR 9 Legal action (Penalty Notice or
will consider intensifying support &/or enforce legal sanctions.

Prosecution) MAY be requested from
the Local Authority (LA) if
Unauthorised Term Time Absence is
taken, or if overall absence continues
to occur & reaches or exceeds the
National Threshold for absence,
despite STEPS 1-4 being attempted.
Statutory Guidance States a Referral
to Children’s Social Care for children
with ‘Severe Absence’ (less than 50%)
should be considered to obtain
‘Intense Support’.

Did you

i Where STEP 2 or STEP 3 support has
anendance=  been unsuccessful &/or declined, a
Zb“gii‘fw ‘Formal Warning’ if AC has failed, or a
ayear? ‘Notice to Improve’ Letter if no AC
appropriate, will be issued to
reinforce the need for immediate
improvement. A Family Court Order
such as an Education Supervision
Order will also be considered as an

STEP1 -ldentify, Assess & alternative to prosecution.
Prevent We move to this step if the National STEP 3 = F orm ﬂlised

Our daily actions & processes aim to promote b=tk oral e s e

relationship building with children & families to prevent o= o el t°_ support
prevent further absence occurring.

Did you know, arriving after the
register has closed (30 mins from
school starting) = an absence?

PENALTY NOTICES & LEGAL ACTION
1st Offence (after 19th August 2024) of Term Time Leave &/or

absence. This involves monitoring data trends & - S i illb Where absence continues & initial support Irregular Attendance (10 sessions of Unauthorised Absence or
absence patterns to inform our conversations with you IScussIons:& meeHNEswi oe needs to be increased an Attendance more) = Fine of £160 per parent, per child if paid within 28 days. If

offered to identify if early support or
reasonable adjustments are needed.
This will be done using discussions
&/or meetings to create a supportive
action plan. An Early Help
Assessment (EHA) may be required

(& your child where age allows). The trigger for
conversations is where absence is at risk of reaching the
new National Threshold (10 sessions (10 half days/5
days) within a 10 week rolling period). Other daily
actions involve promoting attendance positively, using

Contract (AC) will be offered to formalise paid within 21 days fine is reduced to £80 per parent, per child.
support. This is a 3-6 month nurturing plan 2nd Offence within 3 years (from 19th August 2024) = Fine of £160

of improvement to prevent further per parent, per child payable within 28 days, no reduction

2 8 SRS available.
esfca(atlon' ACh!evable S ta.rgets 3rd Offence within 3 years (from 19th August 2024) NO PENALTY
will be set & reviewed regularly. Medical &/or

NOTICE considered. The case will be presented to Magistrates’

praise & incentives, swift absence follow up, email &/or for some Siipost 1o be accessed other information will be actively sought at Court under s444(1) or (1a) of the Education Act. If found guilty, a
letter communication to raise your awareness of ; it A bl this point if required to work collaboratively fine of up to £2500 per parent, per child can be issued.
emerging concerns, processing requested or clelt i AR e CFamLy, with you & other agencies. An AC can run Convictions for s444(1a) offences will show on DBS record.

(TAF) Meeting Process

unrequested ‘Term Time Exceptional Absence’ & doing
Home Visits to meet our safeguarding duties as required.

alongside other meetings e.g., TAF meeting.

Please talk to us about how we can support you &/or your child at

IppCe ny time



8 INHS|
UK Health

Security
Agency

1S MY CHILD TOO ILL FOR SCHOOL!

Should | keep my

“THIS MORNING, HE -~ C h i Ed fo \
HAD A STOMACH SChOOE?

ACHE... BUT LOOK
AT HIM NOW!” 1 Yes
. Until...

at least 5 days from the onset of the rash and 2
o until all blisters have crusted over / - 1'
Diarrhoea and Vomiting 48 hours after their last episode / > -
2
they no lenger have a high temperature and A

P q A e feel well enough to attend. Follow the national o o "
‘ (including COVID-19) quidance if they've tested positive for COVID-19. o %
- — Ersaa——
. Measies 4 days after the rash first appeared ]
- Mumps 5 days after the swelling started
’ Scabies they've had their first treatment 8
Scarlet Fever 24 hours after they started taking antibiotics
ENTS Whooping Cough 48 hours after they started taking antibiotics E U'AE
MOM - h - ﬂ!

MATTERD N O E]rh

E
ATT E N DAN C but make sure you let their school or nursery

COUNTS know about... ) )
e ey e ST - Advice and guidance
HM Gwemmer‘t — To find out more, search for
m Hew! on S health protection in schools

Head fo the NHS website o find oul more or scan the QR code or visit

https://qrco.de/minfec.
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Threadworms Slapped cheek



06.01.25 Spring Term 1 Begins 14.02.25 Break up for half term
Swimming for St. Teresa
10.01.25 Feast of the Epiphany - Whole School to go to Church - | 24.02.25 Non-Pupil Day
Parents and Carers welcome
16.01.25 St. Francis - Vision Screening 25.02.25 Spring Term 2 Begins
13.01.25 Bikeability Week - Yr5/6 05.03.25 1:30 Ash Wednesday Service
14.01.25 Recycling workshops - whole school 06.03.25 World Book Day
21.01.25 St. Vincent/St. Oscar - Fire and Rescue Workshops 14.03.25 Red Nose day
23.01.25 St Vincent - Kents Cavern 19.03.25 Feast of St. Joseph - Whole
School to go to Church -
Parents and Carers welcome
03.02.25 Children’'s Mental Health Week 24.03.25 St. Oscar Romero Day
11.02.25 Safer Internet Day 04.04.25 Break up for Easter Holiday




‘Today a
reader,

tomorrow
a leader.’

Margaret Fuller

The Panda’s Child by Jackie Morris and Cathy
Fisher

Only a boy and the spirit of the forest can save a panda’s child
in this generational tale of nature, empathy and conservation.
This large-format hardback would make the ideal gift book for
Christmas or a glittering gem to read to groups of children at
the end of a long day at school. Inside the gold foil-adorned
cover there’s sumptuous artwork with full-colour double-page
spreads. With a lyrical verse story, The Panda’s Child is a joy

to read to children in Year 2 and one that will inspire children to

consider and discuss how people and animals can live
together.

BOOK
RECOMMENDATIONS

Resist by Tom Palmer

Set in the village of Velp the Netherlands during the WW2 Nazi
occupation, ‘Resist’ follows teenage Edda as she feels
compelled to help the resistance in the face of oppressive
control, arrests and starvation. Based on the experiences of
Audrey Hepburn, this is a thought-provoking read, and an ideal
text to discuss with Year 6 classes studying WW2, the
Holocaust and Anne Frank. Full of warmth, empathy, emotion
and determination, Resist is a fast-moving and gripping page-
turner that will inspire upper KS2 readers to read more
historical fiction.

RESIST

ONE GIRL'S FIGHT BACK AGAINST THE NAZIS

TOM |PALMER
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: SAFEGUARDING

CPOMS and Operation encompass

Safeguarding at St. Joseph’s is always a priority. Should you have any

enquiries or concerns, please contact our Designated Senior Lead for
Child Protection: Mrs Day or Mrs Pascoe on 01626 352559 OuAt St. Joseph’s we use CPOMs as our system for recording

governor for child protection is Tim van Kroonenburg.
WELFARE

Our Family Support Worker is Rachel Ripley.
Please let us know if you would like her to
contact you for ANY support. Everyone
needs a Rachel in their lives!

ATTENDANCE
Hi, my name is Steph, I'm the Attendance and
Welfare Officer here at St Joseph's. | monitor
attendance regularly to ensure that, where
possible, every child is in school on time every
day. If you have any concerns around your
child's attendance, please leave a message
with the office and | will contact you.

information that we consider to be safeguarding
information. Further information about the programme can
be found here -

https://www.cpoms.co.uk/privacy-statement/

Operation Encompass is the reporting to schools, prior to
the start of the next school day, when a child or young
person has exposed to, or involved in, any domestic
incident.

Operation Encompass will ensure that a member of the
school staff, known as a Key Adult, is trained to allow them
to liaise with the police and to use the information that has
been shared, in confidence, while ensuring that the school

is able to make provision for possible difficulties
experienced by children, or their families, who have been
involved in, or exposed to, a domestic abuse incident.


https://www.cpoms.co.uk/privacy-statement/

COMMUNITY EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

Daily from 10am-4pm

- erRnday 9th to Sunday 22nd December
AP LA 5 .

v
2

sChildrens Chocolate Lolly Making for Santa

I Bring the Children to Newton Abbot Library to make Chocolate

7 s i S
4“//‘ .

s Cardnne &

\ Telephone: 01364 661341 oS L
} wwv‘v:.’ullacombefarmco.t':k Pmpcr Wmdﬂ

e ‘Lm s B

Lollies, one to keep, one to leave for Santal

Saturday 2Ist December
Where? Newton Abbot Library
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between chi jate into bullying, inaway

that can porsist into adulthood. While it's natural to disogree sometimes, teaching children the importance of respect is

ossential - especially in difficult situations. This guide provides strategies for encouraging considerate behaviour, even
during @ dispute, to foster a kinder, more inclusive environment for everyone.

1 LEAD BY EXAMPLE \
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