
St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Primary School 

Coombeshead  Road, Newton Abbot TQ12 1PT
 Tel: 01626 352559

 e-mail: admin@sjna.uk

Newsletter 
September 2024



Message from Head of School
Dear Parents and Guardians,

A warm welcome back to school to you and your lovely children. Summer seemed to fly by in a flash and Autumn has arrived very 
abruptly. It was an eventful summer at school, which kept us very busy. Unfortunately, there was another flood in St. Francis reception 
room. However, with amazing team spirit and positivity all the team pulled together to evacuate and set up reception in the after-school 
club all in time for it to be ready for our gorgeous new children. What a fantastic job and what a team. A big thank you to them all. 

It is with excitement and enthusiasm that we begin a new school year. There are lots of exciting events and activities planned as 
always and please feel safe in the knowledge that your children are being taught and cared for by the kindest, most loving team who 
always go above and beyond their roles. 

It is a pleasure to see lots of smiling and eager children joining us each day and to know that they are all thriving and making positive 
steps forward whether they may be giant strides or baby tip toes. Our children are generally polite, thoughtful and kind members of 
our community. Mistakes will be made along the way but we are in a secure place where we know we can make mistakes and are 
supported to learn from them to find ways to reconcile all situations. 

Please help us to maintain the positivity and family atmosphere we have within our school community. Please help us to grow this 
community by spreading the word to anyone who is looking for a school place in Newton Abbot. Our school is wonderful and we want 
to share it with as many families as we can. 

Best Wishes and God Bless,

Sarah Pascoe 

 



The Catholic life of our school
At the beginning of each academic year, we ensure 
that the ethos and culture is set. We discuss the 
school’s mission to ‘Live, Love and Learn in God’s 
way’ and what this means for us on a daily basis. We 
recap our Gospel Values
and what they look, sound and feel like in our school 
setting. We also set the highest of standards and 
expectations. 
I walk around our school, and I am so proud of our 
children’s behaviour and attitudes.
We also discuss how we can deal with issues and 
problems if some individuals either make the wrong 
choices or need more support with their choices. This 
for me is extremely important. We are not just at 
school to learn to read etc. we are also here to learn 
to build relationships, to learn from mistakes and how 
to deal with unexpected and sometimes unwanted 
situations when they occur. After all this is what 
happens in life, and we want to equip our children 
with life skills that will help them to be strong, 
empathetic, solution led citizens with the ability to 
make positive contributions both to
their own lives and the lives of those around them.



PaRENT Curriculum meetings
Over the next two weeks all parents and carers with children in SVdP, STC and SOR will be given the opportunity to meet 
with their child’s teacher. During this meeting the class teacher will be giving general information about school policy and 
specific information about the curriculum for the class. Please do attend as it is important that everyone receives the same 
information and will set you up for the year. I enjoyed meeting with SF’s parents on a 1:1 basis during the Summer term 
and look forward to a general curriculum meeting later in the term.

Saint Francis (SF) Year R: Mrs Sarah Pascoe
Saint Vincent de Paul (SVdP) Year 1 and Year 2: Miss Emily Newey 
Saint Teresa of Calcutta (STC) Year 3 and Year 4: Mrs Tammy Soby
Saint Oscar Romero (SOR) Year 5 and Year 6: Miss Jenny Hoskins 

2024-2025 Classes



Pupil Leadership Roles 

School Chaplains                                                                         House Captains                           
Duties: Spiritual support                                                            Duties: Leader of                
to peers, collective worship                                                        House groups across the 
assistance, prayer leaders etc.                                                   school. 

Gracie

Emily B   

Milena

Shanelle  

Federico  

Dheshawn  

Michelle

Theo

Braxton

Frankie

All of our children hold responsibilities within their classrooms. They may have specific roles or the responsibility 
of looking after themselves, others and our school. This year we continue to develop our pupil leadership roles for 
the older children, extending the experience of responsibility and leadership to include the wider school. They 
have applied for their positions formally and today I am delighted to announce the outcomes. Thank you for your 
applications and congratulations on your new roles. May I introduce:



Pupil Leadership Roles 
Play Leaders                                                                                     Reading Ambassadors                            
Duties: To support play/activities                                                    Duties: Promote a love               
During free choice play/lunch times                                                 of reading across the 
school.                                                                                              School/library duties.

                          

                          Gracie 

Dheshawn  

                          Emily B

Sam

  Milena

Shanelle

Michelle

Amelia  

 India

Logan

Maisie

                               Evie

  Praise

   Theo

Braxton

Frankie 

Emily B  

Milena  

Gracie

Michelle

Amelia

India

                              Logan 



St. Joseph’s Curriculum
At St. Joseph’s our curriculum is underpinned by the Gospel Values. We have an aspirational and inclusive culture, 
where everyone flourishes as learners and citizens. Our curriculum is designed to build confidence, life experiences 
and to equip our children to be agents of change to make the world a better place to live in. Our children ‘Live, love 
and Learn in God’s way’. 

We have been working hard to further develop our curriculum offer. 
Please visit our school website to see supporting documentation and to give you an idea of our developments. 
https://www.st-josephs-primary.devon.sch.uk/website/our_curriculum_rationale/662847

https://www.st-josephs-primary.devon.sch.uk/website/our_curriculum_rationale/662847


Curriculum Highlights

Introducing our new reception class. They have had a very busy start to term learning so 
many new routines and rules. They have been amazing and are coming to grips with school 

life very well. Next step is to try to get everyone to look at the camera at the same 
time! Lots of tired children this weekend. 



Curriculum Highlights

What a great start to the year! The title of 
our Geography topic this term is 
‘mini-mappers’ and we were shocked to find 
treasure maps which lead to a (very jumpy) 
surprise in our playground!

Today our class teddy, Ginger, got sent home 
with one of the children. Each child will have 
Ginger for the weekend at some point this 
year. The children will have the opportunity 
to stand in front of the class and tell 
everyone about their weekend fun. This is 
great for the kids confidence in their oracy.



Curriculum Highlights

I
In PSHE we have been 
considering how we are all 
unique in our class. That we 
all have different things we 
are good at and that we 
would like to improve.
We talked about helping 
everyone in our class by 
sharing our strengths with 
each other, we linked this to 
our Catholic value humility.

I

In RE we have been learning 
about other faiths and the 
importance of respecting all 
different faiths and beliefs. 
We researched the Islamic 
faith and how Muslims pray 
and then had a go at saying 
our prayers in the same way. 
We discussed similarities and 
differences between the 
faiths.

In PE we took part in a 
number of team building 
games, we realised when we 
work together as a team we 
are much stronger!



Curriculum Highlights

We have spent some time 

with our buddies in 

Reception, playing and 

reading stories.

In RE, we have been studying the other faiths of Judaism and Islam.  We worked very hard and took part in some freeze-framing to re-enact the events of Yom Kippur.

As part of our PE links 
with NAC, Mrs Brown 
came in and ran a 
session around team 
building - the skills 
needed for all sports

WOW - Our 
hook into our 
Geography big 
question - we 
made plastic 
monsters to 
portray how 
‘negative’ 
plastic can be



Summer term clubs:
Lunchtime Clubs:
Monday - Choir
Tuesday - Chess 
Wednesday - Lego
Thursday - Sewing
                  -Prop club (Y6) 
Friday - Art

After School Clubs:

Wednesday - Drama
Thursday - Football

Monday – Friday – Breakfast Club from 8:00 
- £4   /session 

After School to 5pm £6.75 / 
to 5.30pm £10.00 

Please note that any accounts that are £50 + 
in arrears you will not be able to use the 

breakfast and after school clubs. 



Friends of St Joseph’s 

Message from the Chair

Dear Parents / Carers

What a successful year we had last year! Our school community came together to enjoy many organised 

events including weekly cake and ice pop sales, a disco, two movie nights and of course our Christmas and 

Summer Fayres. Plans for this year are well underway… watch this space!  

This term Asda have introduced a ‘Cashpot for Schools’ initiative which we have signed up to. Parentkind 

– a charity that supports school PTAs - have teamed up with Asda, to donate to primary schools across 

the UK. To support St Joseph’s, all you have to do is opt in through the Asda Rewards app, shop and scan 

in store or shop online at Asda.com. Between 2nd September and 30th November 2024 – every time you 

shop with Asda using your Asda Rewards app, Asda will donate 0.5% of the value of your shop to St 

Joseph’s. Also, every time somebody opts in to support our Primary school, Asda will give an additional £1 

to the school Cashpot. 

Freezy Friday will resume on Friday this week and continue throughout September. We will be on the 

playground after school in the shelter. Ice pops will be available to buy for 30p or 2 for 50p

See you all there!

Susi Mariadas



Important Notices & Reminders

If your child is late for morning registration, arriving late at 
school after 9am, please ensure you or their accompanying 
adult reports to the school office to ensure that they are 
registered.

Attendance June/July

93.9%

91.7%

91.4%

88.6%





Is my Child too ill for school?



Autumn Term 1 2024 07.10.24 Flu Vaccinations 

03/04. 
09.24 

Non-pupil days - Teacher Training 08.10.24 School Photos

05.09.24 Back for Autumn 2024 15. 10.24 St Oscar - Plymouth - Waste Facilities Visit

06.09.24 Piano Lessons Begin 28.10.24 HALF TERM

09.09.24 Swimming to begin for SOR (Y5/6) 04.11.24 Non-Pupil Day - Teacher Training 

16.09.24 Recycling Awareness Week 05.11.24 Autumn 2 Begins 

01.10.24 Black History Month Begins

04.10.24 Harvest Festival 



         Book 
Recommendations

‘ Today a 
reader, 
tomorrow 
a leader. ’

Margaret Fuller



Safeguarding at St. Joseph’s is always  a  priority. Should you have any 
enquiries or concerns, please contact our Designated Senior Lead for 

Child Protection: Mrs Day or Mrs Pascoe on 01626 352559 Our named 
governor for child protection is Tim van Kroonenburg.                                   

CPOMS and Operation encompass

At St. Joseph’s we use CPOMs as our system for recording 
information that we consider to be safeguarding 

information. Further information about the programme can 
be found here -

https://www.cpoms.co.uk/privacy-statement/

Operation Encompass is the reporting to schools, prior to 
the start of the next school day, when a child or young 

person has exposed to, or involved in, any domestic 
incident.

Operation Encompass will ensure that a member of the 
school staff, known as a Key Adult, is trained to allow them 
to liaise with the police and to use the information that has 
been shared, in confidence, while ensuring that the school 

is able to make provision for possible difficulties 
experienced by children, or their families, who have been 

involved in, or exposed to, a domestic abuse incident.

ATTENDANCE
Hi, my name is Steph, I'm the new Attendance 
and Welfare Officer here at St Joseph's. I will 
be monitoring attendance regularly to ensure 
that, where possible, every child is in school on 
time every day. If you have any concerns 
around your child's attendance, please leave a 
message with the office and I will contact you.

 

                            WELFARE

Our Family Support Worker is Rachel Ripley. 
Please let us know if you would like her to 
contact you for ANY support.   Everyone 
needs a Rachel in their lives!

SAFEGUARDING

https://www.cpoms.co.uk/privacy-statement/
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