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Message from Head of School
Dear Parents and Guardians,

It is hard to believe that we are now one whole month into the new year of 2025. There is a particular word that I would like to use to 
describe our children this term so far and that is ‘engaged’. It is very noticeable to myself but also to visitors to our school how 
engaged and involved in their learning our children are. It is delightful to see and has been commented on several times already this 
month.  

At St. Joseph’s we are committed to nurturing each child's personal and spiritual development alongside their academic progress. 
With this in mind we have had a fantastic start to the term with lots of exciting activities. Our children have had the opportunity to 
learn about fire safety delivered to us by a local firefighter. Some of the older children have participated in bikeability, an essential life 
skill.  The whole school participated in recycling workshops, considering our impact of the Earth and how we can help to save our 
planet. One class embarked on a fascinating visit to Kents Cavern to enhance their learning in History. In addition, many inspiring 
visitors came to our Early Years Foundation Stage, sparking our young minds and igniting their curiosity for future careers.

Thank you for your continued support in enriching our students' educational journey. Stay tuned for more exciting updates and events 
coming your way this term! I hope the children have gained lots of life experiences and it has helped to bring our Curriculum offer to 
life. Please do ask them to tell you all about their experiences. 

Best Wishes and God Bless  

 Sarah Pascoe 

 



The Catholic life of our school

                  The Feast of The Epiphany 
During the first week back after the holidays we celebrated 
Mass in our hall for the Epiphany. 
The weather got the better of us and we had to curtail 
our plans of going to celebrate at St. Joseph’s Church.
However it was wonderful to welcome some parents 
and grandparents to our Mass in the school Hall. 

                                  Baptism  
On behalf of St. Joseph’s school we are thrilled to congratulate 
Layla, Kensi and Tobias, who on 10th January were Baptised 
at St. Joseph’s Church in Newton Abbot. May God bless you 
all with love and happiness. 
If anyone would like to discuss being Baptised into the 
Catholic faith then please contact Deacon Tim via the school 
office and he would be very happy to help you. 



Jubilee 2025: Pilgrims of Hope

Today we launched the Jubilee in school.

The Catholic Jubilee of 2025, themed "Pilgrims of Hope," is a special event celebrated by the Catholic Church to bring people closer to God and each other. Here’s a simple explanation for children and their 
parents:

What is a Jubilee? A Jubilee is like a big birthday party for the Church! It happens every 25 years and is a time for Catholics all around the world to grow in faith, ask for forgiveness, and share God’s love. It’s a 
time of joy, prayer, and new beginnings.

Why is it called "Pilgrims of Hope"?

● Pilgrims are people who travel to holy places to feel closer to God. It’s like going on a trip, not just to see something new, but to discover more about your faith and God’s love.
● Hope is believing that good things will happen because God loves us and takes care of us.

So, the Jubilee invites everyone to be “Pilgrims of Hope,” traveling in faith, trusting God, and spreading kindness and joy.

What will happen during the Jubilee?

1. Pilgrimages: Many families and groups will travel to Rome or other holy places to pray and celebrate.
2. Special Prayers: People will gather in churches to pray together and grow closer to God.
3. Acts of Kindness: The Church encourages everyone to help those in need and show love to others.
4. Forgiveness: It’s a chance to say sorry to God and others for mistakes and to feel His love and mercy.

What can children do?

● Pray together: Spend time talking to God and thanking Him.
● Help others: Share kindness by helping a friend, family member, or neighbour.
● Learn about Saints: Read stories about Saints who were “Pilgrims of Hope.”
● Join church events: Attend special masses or activities at your parish.

For Parents

This Jubilee is an opportunity to teach your children about hope, faith, and forgiveness. It’s a time to encourage them to see the world as a place filled with God’s love and to play their part in making it brighter. 
Whether you visit a holy site or celebrate in your local parish, the Jubilee reminds us to walk together as a family in faith, sharing hope and love with the world!



Value GuardiansStars of the week
Rosie Easterbrook
Vianny Umeh
Isaac 
Heyworth-Maclean
Aiden Tippet 

Caleb Dobson
Elijah Evans
Lucy Harris
Beauden Knight 
Ellie Rowe
Aiden Tippet
Kaden Harris 

Matilda D
Samanta
Oliver J

Samanta
Violet
Oliver K



Value GuardiansStars of the week
Year 3       Year 4
Theo              Bella
Quin               Elouise
            Ebru
            Jason

Nicolas
Gracie O
Wilbur
Archie

Michelle
James
Gracie
Sam

Whole class
Emily
James
Junior



        Curriculum Highlights
We have been thinking about what we would like to be when we grow up. We 
have had some visitors in to talk to us about their jobs. Elijah and Harley’s 
Grandad came to talk to us about his role as a mechanical engineer. We have 
had talks from the local Fire Brigade and Police Officers. We even got to go in 
the Police car! There are more visitors to come over the next few weeks. It 
has been a brilliant time to think about life aspirations and to know that we 
can be anything we want to be if we work hard. 



RE
Making a prayer space in the forest school. 
Knowing that Jesus welcomed the children and he 
welcomes everyone.
Making bread just like in the story of The Feeding 
of the Five Thousand

Number work

DT - Building Structures 

Obsessed with books! 
Even taking them in to the Kitchen.  



Curriculum Highlights
We’ve had an amazing month of learning! 
Our Kents Cavern trip was incredible and 
we learnt lots about archeology!
Children have learnt songs to help us 
remember the 7 life processes in science, 
our lefts and rights in maths and the 12 
disciples in RE.
We have been looking at what humans and 
animals need to survive, creating a 
healthy treat of a fruit salad. 
We had a recycling workshop to learn how 
to look after our common home.
We had a firefighter talk to us about 
what to do if there is an emergency. We 
had a PE trip to NAC and someone from 
NAC come in to teach us some dance.



Curriculum Highlights

I
During the Spring term we 
have  considered how to keep 
ourselves safe.  We have 
looked at fire safety and 
road safety.
Our next challenge is to learn 
life saving skills and how to 
get help in an emergency.

In RE we have been 
learning about the miracles 
that Jesus did.  We role 
played the miracles to help 
us understand them and 
make links.

As Geographers, we have 
been learning all about 
earthquakes.  We 
enjoyed practically  
working out the different 
ways the tectonic plates 
move.



Curriculum Highlights

Well, St Oscar are coming 
into their own and becoming 
so much more independent - 
growing and maturing.  We 
have had many fun learning 
opportunities from dancing 
led by Ms Brown from NAC, 
to role play in PSHE, to 
forest school.

As scientists, we have been 
investigating the properties 
and changes in materials - 
which materials dissolve and 
how to separate them again.  
Art has started well 
exploring identity, 
considering layers we can use 
to show the different ‘parts’ 
of a person.



After School Clubs:
Tuesday - Football

Monday – Friday – Breakfast Club from 
8:00 - £4   /session 

After School to 5pm £6.75 / 
to 5.30pm £10.00 

(5.00pm on a Friday)

Please note that any accounts that are 
£50 + in arrears you will not be able to 

use the breakfast and after school 
clubs. 



Friends of St Joseph’s
Dear Parents / Carers

Christmas only seems like yesterday; hard to believe we are now at the 

end of January! 

Cookie Friday is still going strong. Thank you to all those who continue to 

buy cookies. Each week you raise approximately £25 for our school. The 

school library will benefit from some of this money this term. 

We will be holding a Bake Sale on Thursday 13th February. It would be 

wonderful if families could contribute to this either with homemade or 

shop bought cakes. Our bake sales are always popular and raise lots of 

money! 

Don’t forget to use the discount code for 10% off parties at iTown and 

iBounce… Details at the top of the page!

Susi Mariadas

 

Upcoming events…

Every Friday - Cookies in the playground after 

school

Thursday 13th February - Bake Sale



           Important Notices & Reminders

If your child is late for morning registration, arriving late at school 
after 9am, please ensure you or their accompanying adult reports to 
the school office to ensure that they are registered.

Attendance Dec/Jan

        93.52%

        93.54%

        91.04%

        93.29%





Is my Child too ill for school?



03.02.25 Children’s Mental Health Week Y5 - Hands On In the Science Lab - Coombeshead

11.02.25 Safer Internet Day 18.03.25 Papermaking workshop for all classes  

14.02.25 Celebration Assembly Led by STC - Parents and Carers welcome 
Break up for half term

19.03.25 Feast of St. Joseph - Whole School to go to Church - Parents 
and Carers welcome 
Party Afternoon 

24.02.25 Non-Pupil Day 21.03.25 Comic Relief - Wear red noses or dress in red/Silly 
Outfits

25.02.25
26.02.25
28.02.25

Spring Term 2 Begins
Y5 - Black-Out Poetry - Coombeshead
Child Measurements - Reception & Yr 6

24.03.25 St. Oscar Romero Day
Y5 - How to become a Mathmagician - Coombeshead

03.03.25 Y5 - Discover Music - Coombeshead 25..03.25
26.03.25

Parent Consultation Meetings 

05.03.25
1:30 Ash Wednesday Service - In School Hall - Parents and 
Carers welcome 

28.03.25
Celebration Assembly Led by SF
Y5 - The Ivory Bangle Lady - Coombeshead

06.03.25 World Book Day - Come dressed as your favourite book character 
or snuggled in your PJs to listen to an amazing book 

04.04.25 Break up for Easter Holiday

07.03.25 Celebration Assembly Led by SVdP 22.04.25 Summer Term Begins 
World Earth Day



         Book 
Recommendations

The Midnight Panther by Poonam 
Mistry

Panther is not like the other cats. Leopard has 
beautiful spots, Tiger has impressive stripes and 
Lion has a magnificent mane. Panther is small, shy 
and dark.
One night he decides to go and find out where in 
the jungle he really belongs. Finally summoning the 
courage to scale the treetops, he answers the call 
of moonlight and ink-black night. Perhaps up 
among the stars he will find out something about 
his own strength and beauty.

‘ If you don’t 
like to read, 
you haven’t 
found the 
right book. ’

J.K Rowling



Safeguarding at St. Joseph’s is always  a  priority. Should you have any 
enquiries or concerns, please contact our Designated Senior Lead for 

Child Protection: Mrs Day or Mrs Pascoe on 01626 352559 Our named 
governor for child protection is Tim van Kroonenburg.                                   

CPOMS and Operation encompass

At St. Joseph’s we use CPOMs as our system for recording 
information that we consider to be safeguarding 

information. Further information about the programme can 
be found here -

https://www.cpoms.co.uk/privacy-statement/

Operation Encompass is the reporting to schools, prior to 
the start of the next school day, when a child or young 

person has exposed to, or involved in, any domestic 
incident.

Operation Encompass will ensure that a member of the 
school staff, known as a Key Adult, is trained to allow them 
to liaise with the police and to use the information that has 
been shared, in confidence, while ensuring that the school 

is able to make provision for possible difficulties 
experienced by children, or their families, who have been 

involved in, or exposed to, a domestic abuse incident.

ATTENDANCE
Hi, my name is Steph, I'm the Attendance and 
Welfare Officer here at St Joseph's. I monitor 
attendance regularly to ensure that, where 
possible, every child is in school on time every 
day. If you have any concerns around your 
child's attendance, please leave a message 
with the office and I will contact you.

 

                            WELFARE

Our Family Support Worker is Rachel Ripley. 
Please let us know if you would like her to 
contact you for ANY support.   Everyone 
needs a Rachel in their lives!

SAFEGUARDING

https://www.cpoms.co.uk/privacy-statement/
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