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Message from Head of School
Dear Parents and Guardians,

November has been jam packed with opportunities for us to practise and demonstrate our Gospel and British 
Values to the full. 

The month began with anti-bullying week, giving us an opportunity to revisit exactly what is meant by bullying 
and how we can all play a part in treating everyone with mutual respect. We marked Remembrance Day by joining 
a national live assembly to reflect and thank those who gave their lives for the sake of our nation. We were able to 
raise money as part of our charitable work for ‘Children in Need’ by going spotacular for the day. 

During Road Safety week we focussed on how we can ensure we are safe when we are near or on roads. 

Finally, during parliament week, we began to unpick how our democracy is run and exactly how parliament is 
organised. We explored with the children why it is important for them to know about this.  It is so important to us 
as a school to ensure opportunities and experiences like these are at the forefront of our curriculum.

I expect that everyone is very busily preparing for Christmas I hope that this is a happy time for  you all. Best 
Wishes and God Bless,      

Sarah Pascoe 

 



The Catholic life of our school
Thank you to all of those of you who responded to our RE and 
Catholic Life questionnaire at parents evening this week. 
The results were very heartening. 
In most areas 100% of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing 
with our statements. So we know that children feel happy and 
safe at school. The school is a supportive and joyful community 
and a place where your children’s spiritual and moral education 
is developed. 
There were a few questions where some people ticked ‘don’t 
know.’ Therefore I will endeavour to answer those questions on 
the next pages.
No other boxes were ticked for any of the questions. 



The Catholic life of our school
7. CL3.4 I understand the school’s mission and I am supportive 
of it. (5% ‘don’t know’)

Our Mission Statement:
To Live, Love and Learn in God’s Way. 

Everything we do at school is done in God’s way, trying to love 
one another, treat each other with respect and be the best 
people we can be. 

Ask your child they will be able to talk about the school’s 
mission. 



The Catholic life of our school
9. RE1.2 My child is making progress in RE. (30% ‘Don’t Know’)
This is reported formally in your child's annual report in detail. 
This is in parity with all the other core subjects. It will also be 
discussed at parent consultation meetings. 

11. RE2.6 The school supports my child’s spiritual and moral 
development. (10% ‘Don’t Know’)
Our whole curriculum offer is designed around academic, 
spiritual and moral development. We are passionate to develop 
our children holistically to be great learners and the best 
people they can be. 



The Catholic life of our school
14. CW2.9 The School works well with the Parish. (20% ‘Don’t 
Know’)
Deacon Tim and his wife Deborah are our main links to the 
Parish. They come in weekly to work with our chaplains and are 
dedicated to St. Joseph’s. Tim is also a school governor. 
We have whole school Mass and Liturgies at least once every 
half term said by the Parish Priests. We also go to Mass at the 
Parish of St. Joseph several times a year. 
Many of our charity raising events are linked to our local Parish 
and the children’s work is displayed at St. Joseph’s church. 



The Catholic life of our school
13.. CW2.9 I am invited to be involved in the prayer life of the 
school. (10% ‘Don’t Know’)
Absolutely you are, you are always welcome to join our whole 
school Masses and Liturgies. These are published on the 
monthly newsletter in advance and we would be delighted for 
you to come. 
We also hold a class act of worship each term for you to come 
and share with you own children. This is always well attended. 
We hold events that include inviting you to pray at home as a 
family. For example the lenten promises that go home during 
lent.  



Value GuardiansStars of the week
      Kaden Harris 
      Ellie Rowe 
      Alesha Reeve 
     Maya Tippett 

Isaac Cotes 
Caleb Dobson
Leah-Marie 
Elijah Evans 
James McGlinchy 

Year 1
Tobias
Thea
Thaaragan
Jack                          Year 2

Oliver K
Phoebe
Jayda
Violet

Willow
Samanta
Izzy 
Reggie



Value GuardiansStars of the week
Year 3       Year 4
Archie           Elouise
Gracie O        Bella
Harry            Leo
Amelia           Jason

Leo
Wilbur
Daniel
Corey 

Year 5           Year 6
India             Dheshawn
Amelia           Federico
Michelle        Junior
Logan            Gracie

Dheshawn
Milena
Praise
Frankie



            Curriculum Highlights
In St. Francis class  we found 
strange footprints that led us 
to ingredients.

We followed the 
instructions and made 
Gingerbread men.

We soon discovered that 
the Gingerbread man 
had been running around 
the school. He also left 
us a book to read. This 
helped us to begin our 
journey as storytellers. 



                          Curriculum Highlights Building Bridges to help save 
the Gingerbread man in the 
forest school. 



Curriculum Highlights
What an amazing month we have had that 
has been full of learning!
In RE we have been looking at advent. Year 
2s made pledges for themselves and Year 1s 
made a class pledge collaboratively.

We saw snow!!!!

In English our book this term is ‘Nibbles the 
book monster’. We found clues that he was 
living at our school and have been making 
traps to find him. We caught Nasher his 
slightly ‘less nibbly’ cousin!

We visited NAC for a sports based 
afternoon. We had so much fun meeting 
children from other schools and having a go 
at all of the fun activities.



Curriculum Highlights

I

We went on a fantastic 
adventure to the city of 
Exeter on the train.
For Geography we focused 
on what features we would 
see in a city, compared to 
a village and town.

As Historians, we enjoyed 
visiting Exeter Museum, 
where we saw many 
artefacts linked to our 
learning on Ancient 
Egyptians.

As we approach Advent we 
visited the Cathedral and 
nativity and talked about the 
true meaning of Christmas.. 
It’s the largest nativity we’ve 
ever  seen ! 
We noticed how Exeter is  
helping everyone  think about 
the environment - just like 
Pope Francis has done.



Curriculum Highlights
As mathematicians, we 
have worked very hard 
with multiplication, 
division and fractions 
- well done!

Our history has a focus on 
the Anglo-Saxons.  We have 
become historians finding out 
why the Saxons invaded - 
what were the push and pull 
factors, together with the 
mystery of Sutton Hoo.

We have been working 
really hard in RE on 
Prophecy and Promise, 
making links to the 
scripture for Isaiah 
and Elijah



Summer term clubs:
Lunchtime Clubs:
Monday - Choir
Tuesday - Chess 
Wednesday - Lego
Thursday - Sewing
                  -Prop club (Y6) 
Friday - Art

After School Clubs:

Wednesday - Drama
Thursday - Football

Monday – Friday – Breakfast Club from 8:00 
- £4   /session 

After School to 5pm £6.75 / 
to 5.30pm £10.00 

Please note that any accounts that are £50 + 
in arrears you will not be able to use the 

breakfast and after school clubs. 



Friends of St Joseph’s        Message from the Chair…

Dear Parents / Carers

Thank you to all the families who continue to support Cookie Friday! 

This term Asda have introduced a ‘Cashpot for Schools’ initiative which we have signed up to. So far you have raised £250.90 for 

our school. To support St Joseph’s, all you have to do is opt in through the Asda Rewards app, shop and scan in store or shop online 

at Asda.com. 

Our annual Christmas Fayre will be held on Friday 6th December. We will be having a non uniform day on Friday 29th November in 

return for bottles for the Tombola.  Raffle prizes are still being sourced. If you are able to donate a prize to the raffle it would be 

greatly appreciated! Thank you to those parents who have offered to help and also to those who have agreed to run their own stall.  

You should have all received your child’s Christmas Card design from IQ Cards by now. The deadline for ordering is midnight on 27th 

November. Details of how to order are on your child’s form. I can provide these details again if you need them.  

Good news…! We have been offered a discount code from iBounce and iTown for 10% off birthday parties 

this year.  If you would like to take advantage of this offer please use the code StJosephs10  when booking. 

Thank You

Susi Mariadas



iTown Newton Abbot

iBounce Newton Abbot

https://ibounce-newtonabbot.co.uk/
https://itown-newtonabbot.co.uk/index.php
https://ibounce-newtonabbot.co.uk/


           Important Notices & Reminders

If your child is late for morning registration, arriving late at school 
after 9am, please ensure you or their accompanying adult reports to 
the school office to ensure that they are registered.

Attendance Oct/Nov

94.95%

95.64%

95.92%

94.18%





Is my Child too ill for school?



03.12.24 Advent Service - School Hall 
11:15 

06.01.25 Spring Term 1 Begins 

04.12.24 LANTERN PARADE WORKSHOP 10.01.25 Feast of the Epiphany - Whole School to go to 
Church - Parents and Carers welcome 

05.12.24 RUDOLPH RUN 13.01.25 Bikeability Week - Yr5/6 

11.12.24 LANTERN PARADE - NEWTON 
ABBOT - 6:00pm 

14.01.25 Recycling workshops - whole school

17.12.24 Whole School Christmas 
Nativity
2:00pm and 6:00pm 

21.01.25 St. Vincent/St. Oscar - Fire and Rescue 
Workshops 

18.12.24 Christmas Dinner and Party 03.02.25 Children’s Mental Health Week 

20.12.24 Break Up for Christmas 
Holidays 

11.02.25 Safer Internet Day

14.02.25 Break up for half term



         Book 
Recommendations

‘ Today a 
reader, 
tomorrow 
a leader. ’

Margaret Fuller



Safeguarding at St. Joseph’s is always  a  priority. Should you have any 
enquiries or concerns, please contact our Designated Senior Lead for 

Child Protection: Mrs Day or Mrs Pascoe on 01626 352559 Our named 
governor for child protection is Tim van Kroonenburg.                                   

CPOMS and Operation encompass

At St. Joseph’s we use CPOMs as our system for recording 
information that we consider to be safeguarding 

information. Further information about the programme can 
be found here -

https://www.cpoms.co.uk/privacy-statement/

Operation Encompass is the reporting to schools, prior to 
the start of the next school day, when a child or young 

person has exposed to, or involved in, any domestic 
incident.

Operation Encompass will ensure that a member of the 
school staff, known as a Key Adult, is trained to allow them 
to liaise with the police and to use the information that has 
been shared, in confidence, while ensuring that the school 

is able to make provision for possible difficulties 
experienced by children, or their families, who have been 

involved in, or exposed to, a domestic abuse incident.

ATTENDANCE
Hi, my name is Steph, I'm the Attendance and 
Welfare Officer here at St Joseph's. I monitor 
attendance regularly to ensure that, where 
possible, every child is in school on time every 
day. If you have any concerns around your 
child's attendance, please leave a message 
with the office and I will contact you.

 

                            WELFARE

Our Family Support Worker is Rachel Ripley. 
Please let us know if you would like her to 
contact you for ANY support.   Everyone 
needs a Rachel in their lives!

SAFEGUARDING

https://www.cpoms.co.uk/privacy-statement/
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